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Born in Monticello, Kentucky, February 7, 1932  

Admitted to practice in all federal courts in LA; Federal 5th Circuit; U.S. Supreme Court 
Earned J.D. from Tulane University of Louisiana 
Member of Tulane Law Review and Moot Court Board 
Highest "AV" rating by Martindale-Hubbell 
Member of Omicron Delta Kappa 
Listed in The Best Lawyers in America, 1987-2002 
Chairman, Louisiana Judiciary Committee, 1996 
President, Louisiana State Bar Association, 1978-1979 
Louisiana Delegate, American Bar Association, 1980-1981 
President, Louisiana Trial Lawyers Association, 1969-1970  
Fellow, International Academy of Trial Lawyers

  

 
 

 

LECTURES/SEMINARS:
Speaker - “Bridging the Gap” - Tulane Univ. 
Panelist, Admiralty Law Inst. -Tulane Univ. 
Numerous seminars on litigation, including 
tort, maritime law, professional ethics and 
RICO 
 
PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS:
Fellow in Int’l Academy of Trial Lawyers 
Past Chairman - LA Judiciary Commission 
Civil Justice Reform Act Advisory Group 
Lafayette Parish Bar Assn. - Past President 
House of Delegates - LA State Bar Assn. 
Board of Governors - LA State Bar Assn. 
LA Trial Lawyers Assn.  - Past President 
LA State Bar Assn.  - Past President 
Former LA Delegate to American Bar Assn. 
Present Chairman - Louisiana Racing 
Commission 

GOVERNMENTAL ASSOCIATIONS:

Past and Present: 
 Louisiana Department of Commerce & 
Industry 
Board of Trustees of State Colleges & 
Universities - Past President 
Former Atty for Lafayette Parish Council 
Lafayette Parish Democratic Executive 
Committee - Past Chairman 
 
EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATIONS:
President’s Council - Tulane University 
Board of Independent Colleges & 
Universities of Louisiana  
President’s Advis. Council - Centenary 
College 

CIVIL/SOCIAL ACTIVITIES:
Past and Present: 
Co-Founder  - Louisiana IceGators 
Professional Hockey Team 
Fundraising Chairman - Bishop’s Charity Ball 
Salvation Army - Past Board Member 
United Givers Fund - Past Board Member 
Civitan Club - Past President 
University of Southwestern Louisiana 
Century Club - Past President 
University of Southwestern Louisiana 
Hardwood Club - Past President 
Lafayette City Club - Founding Member 
Oakbourne Country Club 
Lafayette Petroleum Club 
Squirrel Run Golf Club (Co-founder) 

 
REPRESENTATIVE CASES

 
In re: Industrial Life Insurance Litigation 
MDL 1371 c/w MDL 1382, 1390 and 1391 
USDC,  Eastern District of LA 
Honorable Martin L.C. Feldman 
Co-Lead Counsel; Co-Liaison Counsel 
 
MDL 1355 - In re Propulsid Products 
Liability Litigation 
USDC, Eastern District of LA 
Honorable Eldon E. Fallon 
Member of PSC and 3-member Exec. Com. 
 
Beverly Cole, et al v. General Motors 
Corporation (Class Action - Cadillac Air 
Bag Litigation) 
USDC, Western District of LA 
Civil Action No.  01-0123 
Honorable Richard T. Haik, Sr. 
Lead Counsel and Trial Attorney 

James A. Thompson v. Bayer Corp. 
MDL 1431- In re: Baycol Products 
Liability Litigation 
USDC, Western District of LA 
Civil Action No. 01-2281 
Honorable Richard T. Haik, Sr. 
  
Sullivan Harris, et al v. General Motors 
Acceptance Corp. 
Class Action -Discrimination 
USDC, Western District of LA 
Civil Action No. 01-2087 
Honorable Robert G. James 
 
Mary Velma Ozenne  v. American Home 
Products Corp. 
MDL 1407 - In re: Phenylpropanolamine 
(PPA)l Products Liability Litigation 
USDC, Seattle, Washington 
Member of PSC 

In re: Eunice Train Derailment 
USDC, Western District of LA 
Civil Action No. 00-1267 (Lead Case) 
Honorable Richard T. Haik, Sr. 
Member of Firm, James Parkerson Roy, 
serves as Co-Chairman of the PLC 
 
Theriot, et al v Burlington Northern & Santa 
Fe Railway (New Iberia Train Derailment) 
USDC, Western District of LA 
Civil Action No. 00-1097 (Lead Case) 
Honorable Rebecca F. Doherty 
Member of Firm, James Parkerson Roy, 
serves as Co-Liaison Counsel 
Cameron Parish School Board, et al  v. 
Texaco, et al (MDL 1206 - In Re: Lease Oil 
Antitrust Litigation) - USDC, Southern 
District of TX (Honorable Janis Jack) 
Co-Lead Counsel 
$200 Million Settlement 
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Severance Tax Litigation 
Representing the State of Louisiana  
against 30 major oil companies  
for underpayment of severance taxes 
 
Vermillion Parish School Board, et al  v. 
Amerada Hess, et al 
Natural Gas Litigation - Class Action 
(7 separate lawsuits) 
USDC, Western District of LA 
Honorable Tucker L. Melancon 
  
Linda Delaney, et al v Entergy Louisiana 
LPSC Docket No. U-23356 
CDC - Parish of Orleans (No. 98-9211) 
Judge Yada T. McGee 
Co-Lead Counsel 
 
Thomas P. Lowenburg, et al v. Entergy New 
Orleans, Inc. 
New Orleans City Council (No. UD-00-02) 
CDC - Parish of Orleans (No. 98-6638-L) 
Honorable Max N. Tobias, Jr. 
 
Reverend C.S. Gordon, Jr., et al v. Entergy 
New Orleans, et al 
New Orleans City Council (No. UD-99-2) 
CDC - Parish of Orleans  
 
 

Clarence Hebert, et al v. Dean Witter 
Reynolds, Inc. 
16th JDC - Parish of St. Mary 
Honorable Gerard B. Wattigny 
Representing approximately 50 people 
victimized through a ponzi scheme by an 
employee of Dean Witter Reynolds, Inc. 
Being resolved on a case-by-case basis 
 
Combustion, Inc. 
USDC, Western District of LA  
CV Action No. 94-MDL-4000 
Honorable Richard T. Haik, Sr. 
Firm was Co-Lead Counsel  
(Toxic Tort case)  
$150 Million Settlement 
 
Society of the Roman Catholic Church,  
Diocese of Lafayette, et al v. Arthur J. 
Gallagher & Co., et al 
Representation of the Diocese in approx. 
50 pedophile cases; Recovery under the 
insurance program 
USDC, Western District of LA 
Civil Action No. 88-0289 
Honorable Donald J. Walters 
$7.5 Million Settlement 

The Daily Advertiser v. Trans-La 
Class action before LA Public Service Com. 
15th JDC - Parish of Lafayette 
No. 91-1279-D & No. U-19997 
Honorable Edward D. Rubin 
Co-Lead Counsel 
$75 Million Settlement 
   
Gracie Atkins, et al v. Harcros Chemicals 
CDC -  Parish of Orleans (No. 89-23976) 
Firm was Co-Lead Counsel (Toxic Tort case) 
$52 Million Settlement 
 
Richard P. Ieyoub, Attorney General,  
ex rel. State of Louisiana v. The American 
Tobacco Company, et al 
USDC, Western District of LA (No. 97-1174) 
14th JDC - Parish of Calcasieu (No. 98-6473) 
Honorable Greg Lyons 
Settled through Arbitration; State of LA 
received approximately $4.6 Billion 
 
Greater Rockford Energy & Technology 
Corp., et al v. Shell Oil Company, et al 
USDC, Central District of IL (88-2211) 
Judge Mills 
   
 
 

 

 


